
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Christ” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Praising God,” is number 34 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship  
5:00 p.m.    The Oaks
             
Monday:
  7:00 p.m.      Boy Scouts

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:        
  6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry: New Nursery Coordinator

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

    I am so very pleased to announce that Carol Rogers is our new 
Nursery Coordinator.  Many of you know Carol since she has been 
a part of this church for 20 plus years, and she is the director of 
Aldersgate Academy.  Carol will be in charge of the nursery during 
church services and events for children from birth - 2 years old.
   Carol brings many years of experience working with children of this 
age and their parents.  Besides working many years with preschoolers, 
she also has raised 5 children, so if I need parenting advice, she’s the 
one I go to.  I also count Carol as a friend, and you would be hard-
pressed to find someone more understanding, compassionate or 
caring. And, as a bonus, if you spend more than 5 minutes with Carol, 
there’s a good chance you’ll be laughing at some point in that visit! 
     Our nursery kids and their parents couldn’t be in better hands! 
Please join me in welcoming Carol to this new position in our church! 
— Alayna Brooks



Youth Ministry: Rooted

Academy: An Opportunity to Serve!
    The goal of the Academy ministry team is to foster 
genuine relationships between our church family and the 
Academy staff, its students and their families.  
     The Academy employs 20 dedicated teachers and staff 
members who care for the 115 students who attend the 
Academy each week.  For these families, the staff members 
ARE Aldersgate United Methodist Church.
     Our ministry team would like to present a monetary 
gift to each Academy staff member in appreciation for 
her years of dedication to the students. Please consider 

participating in this congregational outreach to Academy staff members by making special donations for 
the Academy staff appreciation bonus. 
     You can designate “Academy Staff appreciation bonus” on your check or send a special donation to the 
attention of K.B. Woods, financial officer. Donations will be accepted until May 11th. On your behalf, the 
ministry team will present the gifts to the Academy staff in May.
    Thank you so much for participating in the Academy ministry by giving a monetary gift for staff 
appreciation bonuses.  This is one tangible way we can share with the Academy staff how much we value 
their hard work and dedication.  
       Grace and Peace! — Pam Rosenbaum

 and how that carries over into our homes, schools, and everywhere we go!
     Our students also participated in a mission project. Our high schoolers built wheelchair ramps and our 
middle schoolers painted other ramps. This gave our youth a chance to act out their faith in service.
    One last thing to note is that there will be NO YOUTH tonight (Sunday, April 26, 2015). We will pick back 
up the following week (May 3) and then be off the week after (May 10th) in honor of Mothers Day. 
     Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis

    This weekend our youth have partnered with St. Paul 
UMC and FUMC for our annual Disciple Now retreat 
weekend. Our theme for the weekend was Rooted, 
based on Colossians 2:6-7:
      “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord,
        so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and
         established in the faith, just as you were taught,
                     abounding in thanksgiving.”
   Our students worshipped, soaked in the powerful 
messages given by our own Tim Palmer, and broke 
into small groups to discuss even deeper what it means 
to root yourself in the powerful message of the gospel 



ALIVE in Christ: Praising God
Acts 2:42-47

Sermon Notes
Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

    
Stagnate Cells

Worship:

 as Individuals

 in Community

Acts 2:42 = They devoted themselves to: 

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

From Barriers to Opportunities

 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
         holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. — Romans 12:1



Connections: Theological Reflection in the Hallways 
    “The table is ready. The feast is prepared. 
All are welcome.” These are familiar words 
for those who call Aldersgate home. They 
are part of the Methodist liturgy for Holy 
Communion. The last phrase reminds us 
that the invitation to receive God’s grace 
is not dependent upon our age, morality, 
denomination, knowledge of the Bible, 
or anything else. All are welcome. No 

matter what. This is one important metaphor seen 
in the latest art exhibit, “Come to the Table.” If 
you walk the halls you will see images depicting 
the last supper and the Church’s practice of Holy 
Communion. A second theme that you will see is 
that of table fellowship. We love getting together 
with friends and sharing a meal with one another. 
But are we willing to utter the phrase, “All are 
welcome” when it comes to our own table? This 
exhibit challenges us to consider to whom we 
might be refusing hospitality. A third theme that 
you will see is a vision of a future heavenly feast 
celebrating the reconciliation of all things to God. 
This image is the hope we cling to and the kind of 
world that we work toward. 
    This past Sunday, college students spent a quiet, 
contemplative evening observing the art in the 

hallway. We came back together to discuss our experience and to ponder the three main themes of the 
exhibit. Students shared about their experiences of giving and receiving hospitality. One student shared 
of her home church providing meals and words of hope to her and family when her mother had cancer. 
Another student shared that the greatest act of hospitality he received was when Pastor Steve, Kyle Watson, 
and Bill Libby (McMurry professor) welcomed him home after being away for the summer. We considered 
the ways that we refuse God’s hospitality, as well as the reasons we refuse others hospitality. We asked other 
questions about the role of suffering in the Christian journey, the nature of God, what it means to create 
safe spaces where people are welcomed and feel a true sense of belonging, and the presence of the Divine in 
seemingly mundane objects.
     I hope you all take time to journey through the hallway. I invite you to consider the same questions that 
our students pondered, and to allow God to bring new questions to your mind. My prayer is that you would 
experience the risen Christ and believe his words that you are welcome, and that all are welcome. 
                                                                                                                               — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory

Presence                      4.19.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $17,576.97 
Received Month-to-Date = $50,771.55
Received Year-to-Date = $252,614.42
2015 Faith Promise Pledge =41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $16,872.64

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Mary Buckner
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=209
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=160

Total Worship Service Attendance =369                                         
 Sunday school=170

The Oaks =20

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Gloria McDaniel and family upon the 
death of her husband, Raymond, on April 18, 2015.



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

            In the World                                                                                                        
                                                 Pastor Amy            

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:     Acts 2:42-47                                         
Monday:      1 Corinthians 14:26-31  
Tuesday:       Colossians 3:12-17         
Wednesday: Leviticus 25:8-17           
Thursday:    John 4:1-26                                    
Friday:          Psalm 103                                     
Saturday:      Romans 12:1-21
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:      Habakkuk 1-3    
Monday:        Jeremiah 41-45     
Tuesday:      Jeremiah 46-48   
Wednesday:  Jeremiah 49-50
Thursday:      Jeremiah 51-52     
Friday:           Lamentations 1:1-3:36
Saturday:       Lamentations 3:37-5:22

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   You all are invited to mark your calendars 
for Thursday, May 7th, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. for a Family Festival at Bowie! One of 
my favorite events of the year for the past 
several years has been the Meet-the-Teacher 

Picnic at Bowie Elementary in August because Aldersgate volunteers 
of all ages have an opportunity to eat and talk with the students and 
their families as they prepare for the school year. Last year, we were 
invited to celebrate the end of the school year in much the same way. 
Even in the rain, the end-of-the year Family Festival was a big hit 
with our Bowie friends and neighbors, so we’re going to do it again!
 
     This year is extra special because it brings with it not only the 
opportunity to celebrate the 2014-2015 school year but the many 
years that Bowie Elementary School has been located in the light 
brown brick building at 1733 South 20th. The  new addition of the 
building has been completed, so now is the perfect time to celebrate 
many years of education in the old building and the many years to 
come in the new! To that end, we’ve been invited to prepare and serve 
a meal and to assist with the games and activities with the students, 
teachers and families of Bowie Elementary. And, the truth is, we at 
Aldersgate have much to celebrate, too, because we’ve enjoyed many 
wonderful years of life together with our Bowie neighbors as we 
have invested in each other’s wellbeing. It’s going to be such a fun 
night! As Pastor Steve and I say often around here: “We grow in our 
relationship with God as we grow in our relationship with others.” 
That certainly is true of Aldersgate’s relationship with Bowie. For that 
we say, “Thanks be to God!”  

     If you are interested in volunteering on Thursday, May 7th, at the 
Family Festival, please make a note to that effect on the back of your 
Welcome Card, or contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.
org or at (325) 660-5017. This would be a great opportunity for you 
to volunteer with your Growth Group, Sunday School Class, United 
Methodist Women Circle, family, neighbors, friends or by yourself.  
It would be a great chance to make new friends from Aldersgate and 
Bowie alike. Volunteers of all ages are welcome! 

     Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz


